[Non-small-cell lung cancer third-line therapy with gefitinib].
The EGFR-inhibition via tyrosine-kinase-inhibitor gefitinib (Iressa) constitutes a new way to treat non-small-cell lung cancer. Recent research results enable us to better understand the basics of molecular targeted therapy (MTT). These results are helpful to re-interpret the clinical results obtained so far for gefitinib and to consider for the first time in a predictive manner factors for the selection of patients suitable for therapy. Three case reports are presented in this paper which illustrate that -- with view to the results from translational research -- the use of gefitinib offers an efficient new therapeutic modality for the treatment of chemotherapy-resistant non-small-cell lung cancer.